nknown history, died, and from its lungs a paracolon type was isolated but was lost before it could be identified antigenically.
Acc. 270-38. On September 13, 1944, a sklewinder (C. cerastes) died. It was very poor, the rectum was congested, and the liver was studded with minute abscesses. It had been in this cage since September 1, 1943, and had not eaten for almost a year. Type 10 was recovered from the heart blood, lungs, liver, kidneys, and intestine.
270-46. On November 8, 1944, a male sidewinder rattlesnake (C. cerastes) died. It had been in this cage only a short time. It was poor, the heart was flabby, and there were numerous cysts in the abdominal cavity. No paracolon types were recovered.
270-53. In April, 1945, two feces samples were taken from this cage, which by then had only two survivors in it. Paracolon types were not recovered; Pseudmonas strains predominated in both specimens.
A total of 15 snakes have been autopsied for the San Diego Zoo since 1942. Seven of the 15 were rattlesnakes from this cage (A-31). Paracolon type 10 was isolated from at least 4 of these. A paracolon strain isolated from a fifth snake was not identified antigenically; biochemically it was similar to the others. Feces from this cage, cultured in 1943, also yielded type 10 paracolon.
There are several facts which show the relationship of the isolations from these snakes to paracolon type 10 infection of turkeys. This cage was always kept as an exhibit of snakes caught in San Diego County or adjoining territory. This is the only cage which suffered epidemic losses, and the only one from which this paracolon type was recovered. The losses caused by this type in turkey poults referred to above were also confined to this area, and rattlesnakes were present on at least two of the turkey ranches from which this type was isolated. Oct., 1944 , to Dec., 1944 'Ens., USNR.
